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PREFACE.

Three and a half years ago my brother, James H. Hart, and
other relatives, suggested to me the duty of preparing, for the use
of our relatives, a history of my father, Josepn HarT, and his
descendants. The little volume here presented is not the work of
one person, but of many. It lays no claim to literary ability; nor
does it seek to display heroes, or millionaires, but to show how the
life of this humble, modest, Christian man and his descendants,
illustrates : First, God’s faithfulness to his covenant. “I will
establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee
in their generation, for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto
thee and to thy seed after thee.” Gen. 17:7. Secondly: God’s
providential care over his people. ‘1 have been young, and now
am old ; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed
begging bread.” Ps. 37:25. And hence, a history of God’s
people should be preserved. * The righteous shall be in everlasting
remembrance.” Ps. 112:6.

For convenience the work is divided into six chapters.

Cuarter I. The ancestry—so far as known—of Josepn HART,
the birth of his eleven children, his emigration to, and death, in
Indiana.

Cuarrer II. Edward and Elizabeth (Hood) Hart, and his
descendants (p. 18).

Cuarrer III. Thomas and Elizabeth (Duncan) Hart, and
their descendants (p. 32).

Cuarrer IV. Gideon B. and Hetty A. (Taylor) Hart, and
Elizabeth Hart, and their descendants (p. 53).

CuarreEr V. Joseph, Jr.—Silas—Elizabeth—Samuel—James
Harvey and their descendants (p. 71).

Cuarter VI. (p.80). The Preachers. These are given in the
order of their ministerial seniority. Rev. Jacob D. Hart, great-great-
grandson of the Patriarch, pastor of the Second Baptist Church in
Petersburg, Va., is said to be a man of talents and more than
ordinary zeal and usefulness in the ministry. After various appli-
cations, I have failed to secure from him an article for this work.

C. C. HART, Evrron.
Wenrster Groves, Mo., January, 1got1.
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CHAPTER L.

About the year 1735 a Mr. Hart and his wife, both Scotch-
Irish Presbyterians, started from Wales to emigrate to America.
They left their native land on account of persecution di-
rected especially against Presbyterians and Covenanters, and
sought a home in the American Colonies, that they might wor-
ship God without molestation.

The vessel on which they sailed was more than four months
on the voyage, and during this period of time the husband died
and the widow gave birth to a son, whom she named Thomas.
The widow and child landed at Bordentown, N. J., where the
mother brought up her son till he reached the age of manhood.

Nothing more is known by us of the mother.

The son, Thomas Hart, married Mrs. Nancy Butler, nee Miss
Nancy Stout, a native of Scotland, also a Presbyterian, but had
no children by her first husband. Mrs. Butler had two brothers,
John and St. Ledger Stout. These four, Mr. Hart and his wife
and her two brothers, moved from Bordentown, N. J., to Lou-
don County, Virginia, where, on June 16, 1761, a son was born
to Thomas and Nancy Hart, whom they named Joseph, and who
became the patriarch of the family. He was the only child of
his mother, as she died while Joseph was yet in his infancy.
After the death of the mother the father placed Joseph under the
care of a kind Christian neighbor, with whom he lived until
he was sixteen years old. When ten or eleven years of age, Jo-
seph became a Christian, and this gave character and was the
keynote to all his future history. The father, Thomas Hart,
married a second wife. To this union two sons, Isaac and Alex-
ander, and one daughter, Jane, were born. Isaac, a farmer,
married, lived and died in Monroe County, Tennessee. Nothing
is known by us of his family.

Alexander married and moved to Georgia, where he became
a successful cotton planter, and brought up a numerous family.
But little is known of them, except that they are scattered
throughout the West and Southwestern States. Jane and her
marriage will be noticed further on.
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In the early part of 1777 the foster father of Joseph Hart was
drafted into the Army of the Revolution from Loudon County,
Virginia. Joseph said to him: “You have a family, and should
you be killed, your family will have no protector. You took care
of me in my childhood ; I will now be your substitute in the army,
for T have no one dependent on me.”

Record and Pension Office,
War Department,
Washington, Oct, 11, 1893,

The records of this office show that Joseph Hart served in
Captain Holcomb’s company of the Fourth Virginia regiment,
commanded by Colonel Thomas Elliot, and also in Captain
Thomas Ridley’s company of the Virginia regiment, commanded
by Colonel Robert Lawson, Revolutionary War. His name is
first borne on the rolls of the Fourth Virginia regiment for April,
1777, and it appears also on subsequent rolls to February, 1778,
when he is reported “Discharged, Feb. 16, 1778.” Neither the
date nor the term of his enlistment is shown by the record.

By authority of the Secretary of War.

F. C. AINSWORTH,
Bal .5 Army, Chief of Office.

Soon after his enlistment, April, 1777, his regiment was or-
dered to South Carolina, In September following, Captain Hol-
comb’s company was engaged in a moonlight battle with some

British and Tories,near Guilford Courfliouse] S. C. In this bat-
tle Captain Holcomb and several of his oFicers were killed ; also
many of the privates were either killed or wounded, and the mus-
ter roll of the company was lost. And this fact accounts for
Joseph Hart’s appearing in Captain Ridley's company, com-
manded by Colonel Lawson.

Joseph Hart was wounded in the right hip by a musket ball.
After the battle he was placed on a horse and taken to a barn,
two miles distant, to which place several other wounded soldiers
were taken, where he lay until morning. He wore buckskin
breeches, and when the surgeon came to examine him, he found
the right leg of this garment so stiff with blood that it could not
be removed until it was cut from top to bottom. The wound
was found to be of such a nature as to disable him for further
military service. The ball had lodged deep in the groin and was
not extracted; and hence he carried British lead in his body to
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